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HARRY AND GRETCHEN BILLINGS TO KEYNOTE state + cs + 
19TH DEAN STONE NIGHT BANQUET APRIL 20 AT UM 
MISSOULA--
Harry and Gretchen Billings, editor and associate editor respectively of the People's 
Voice from the 1940s through 1968, will be the keynote speakers April 20 at the 19th 
Dean Stone Night banquet in the University Center at the University of Montana in Missoula. 
Nearly $5,000 in awards will be presented to journalism and radio-television students 
at the annual banquet sponsored by the UM School of Journalism. 
Warren J. Brier, dean of the journalism school, issued a special invitation to 
journalism and radio-television graduates and former students to attend an informal gathering 
in the UC Ballroom at 5:30 p.m. April 20. The banquet will begin at 6 p.m. 
Harry Billings, a 1929 graduate of Thompson Falls High School and a 1933 graduate of 
the UM journalism school, worked as a weekly editor and as a printer for union publications 
during the 1930s and early 1940s. In 1946 he joined the People's Voice, published in Helena, 
as associate editor and subsequently served as editor for more than 20 years. 
From 1969 through April 1971 he was an auditor for the Montana Liquor Control Board. 
In 1971 Billings coordinated a statewide effort to defeat a proposed general sales tax 
in Montana. From November 1971 through May 1974 he was education and research director of 
the Montana State AFL-CIO. He is a member of the Sanders County Tax Appeal Board and the 
Advisory Council of the Montana Bicentennial Commission. 
Gretchen Billings, a native of Whitefish, was educated in the Seattle area and worked 
during World War II as an assistant rationing clerk in the Seattle-Tacoma Shipyards. She 
joined the People's Voice after the war and later was appointed associate editor. 
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The Billingses, married in 1933, reside near Thompson Falls. They have three sons, 
12 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 
The People's Voice, an outspoken, liberal, independent weekly newspaper, regularly 
printed Dante's statement that "the hottest places in Hell are reserved for those who in 
a time of moral crisis refuse to take a stand." The People's Voice won the Sidney Hillman 
Award in 1958. It was suspended in August 1969. 
Dean Stone Night honors the late Arthur L. Stone, first dean of the UM School of 
Journalism and editor of the Missoulian from 1906 to 1914. 
Banquet tickets at $5 can be obtained from the School of Journalism, University of 
Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59801, or by phoning 243-4001. 
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